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4: Brick Top ( the horse as laboratory hero)













Opisthotonus in a patient suffering 
from tetanus. Painting by Sir Charles 
Bell, 1809.

J. Wortley Axe, The Horse: Its 
Treatment in Health and Disease 
Gresham Puiblishing Company, 1905. 

Figure 220: Tetanus . Fig. 219 
Bacillus tetani.











































“they related how the disease would 
occur in the horse which was newly 
shod (nail prick), lamed (picked up 
nail) operated on (docked, nicked, 
gelded) or severely wounded, and 
seven to ten days later the horse 
would exhibit signs such as closed 
jaws, flared nostrils, cocked ears, and 
opisthonotos (stretched out muzzle, 
rigid neck, and back muscles and set 
tail) and a sawhorse like stance. The 
horse would be out of commission 
for weeks or months, with an 80% 
fatality rate.”
Everett Millar 



The Canadian Horse and His 
Diseases (1867),:

”Not uncommon in this country, 
especially during the summer 
months” 

“ A horse laboring under this awful 
disease is one of the most pitiable 
objects we can look at. He stands 
with his legs wide apart, like four 
posts, to support his body; which, 
from the head to the tail, is rigid and 
quivering.” 





Clostridium tetani 



The Toronto Daily Mail 
February 27, 1888 



Ottawa Journal 25 January 1900
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The business of producing 
virus and serum . . . cannot be 
carried on without 
immeasurable risk to life and 
health with worn-out horses 
and sickly calves, nor in dirty 
stables or improvised annexes 
to vermin infested barns. 
Healthy animals, perfect plants 
constructed and managed 
under expert super- vision, 
and the assurance of pure 
cultures with entire freedom 
from pus organisms are the 
essential conditions.”
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“They [guinea pigs] are not kept for purposes of vivisection, but as 
a medium to receive inoculations of certain germs when human 
life is at stake…” Dr. Hastings, Toronto Medical Officer of Health, 
1912.

“only a small proportion of the population – the feather brain 
portion – will object to the experimental inoculation of animals.” 
Hastings, 1918

Vivisection: a. The action of cutting or dissecting some part of a 
living organism; spec. the action or practice of performing 
dissection, or other painful experiment, upon living animals as a 
method of physiological or pathological study. (Online Oxford 
English Dictionary)
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Spokesman Review Sept 
14 1913

Mr. Porrot’s Car, one of 
the first in town, Dunn 

Collection, Almonte



Thank you to  McCord Museum, Glenbow Museum, Manitoba Archives, Museum of Science 
and Techmology, the Historic Photo Archive of Almonte, Sanofi Pasteur. and others who have 
digitized these photographs and made them available online. 



Thank you!
Still curious? 

This book is free online.
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