


Between	August	and	
November	1888,the	
Whitechapel	area	of	
east	London	was	the	
scene	of	five	brutal	
murders.	The	killer	was	
dubbed	'Jack	the	
Ripper’.		All	the	
women	murdered	
were	prostitutes,	and	
all	except	for	one	-
Elizabeth	Stride	- were	
horribly	mutilated.
The	first	murder,	of	
Mary	Ann	Nicholls,	
took	place	on	31	
August.	
Annie	Chapman	was	
killed	on	8	September.	
Elizabeth	Stride	and	
Catherine	Eddoweson	
were	murdered	30	
September	and	Mary	
Jane	Kelly	on	9	
November.	











Crime	reporter	Peter	Stubley uncovers	the	1888	
murders	Jack	the	Ripper	didn’t	do

Three unsolved murders of East End prostitutes in 1888 not 
attributed to the Ripper:

Emma Smith, 45, beaten, gang-raped and robbed in Osborn Street.  
Murder unsolved.

Martha Tabram, 39, stabbed 39 times in George Yard Buildings. Murder 
unsolved.

Rose Mylett, 29, found strangled in Clarke’s Yard, murder, unsolved.

Other East End murders, 1888: 

Hannah Potzdamer, 21, murdered on February 1 by husband Abraham, 
25, outside 147 Backchurch Lane 

Susan Barrell, 42, shot dead in the early hours of July 2 by husband 
Robert at the pub they run, Bancroft Arms in Moody Street

Elizabeth Bartlett, 56, battered and stabbed to death in the early hours of 
August 19 by husband Levi—known locally as ‘Mad Dick’—at their 
home above their general store at 248 Manchester Road. He is hanged on 
November 13—the only man executed in 1888.







Dear Boss,
I keep on hearing the police have caught me but they wont fix me just yet. I have laughed 
when they look so clever and talk about being on the right track. That joke about Leather 
Apron gave me real fits. I am down on whores and I shan't quit ripping them till I do get 
buckled. Grand work the last job was. I gave the lady no time to squeal. How can they 
catch me now. I love my work and want to start again. You will soon hear of me with my 
funny little games. I saved some of the proper red stuff in a ginger beer bottle over the last 
job to write with but it went thick like glue and I cant use it. Red ink is fit enough I hope 
ha. ha. The next job I do I shall clip the lady's ears off and send to the police officers just 
for jolly wouldn't you. Keep this letter back till I do a bit more work, then give it out 
straight. My knifes so nice and sharp I want to get to work right away if I get a chance. 
Good Luck. Yours truly
Jack the Ripper

Dont mind me giving the trade name
PS Wasnt good enough to post this before I got all the red ink off my hands curse it. No 
luck yet. They say Im a doctor now. ha ha[











Is	this	Jack	the	Ripper?	'Sinister'	Dutch	sailor	who	
murdered	two	ex-wives	and	bludgeoned	two	other	
women	to	death	is	named	as	prime	suspect	in	latest	
theory.

















Thomas Neill Cream, doctor, murderer (b at Glasgow1850;  
hanged in 15th November 1892). 
Educated in medicine at McGill,  he was responsible for a 
string of  murders in Canada, the US and Britain. 
He was also a thief, arsonist, blackmailer and illegal 
abortionist. Two possible Canadian victims were his wife, 
probably poisoned in England, and a mistress, whose body 
was found near Cream's London, Ontario, office. 
In Chicago in 1881, Cream was sentenced to life 
imprisonment for poisoning the husband of  another mistress, 
and his licence to practise medicine was revoked by McGill. 
He was released in 1891, returned briefly to Canada, then 
went to England, where he embarked on a murder spree, 
poisoning at least 5 London prostitutes before he was 
arrested. 
Just before he was hanged in Newgate prison, he allegedly 
confessed to being Jack the Ripper. 
While Cream was in Chicago, HH Holmes was at work…





Herman Webster 
Mudgett, better 
known under the 
alias of  "Dr. H. H. 
Holmes".















The Pitezel Family were the known victims of Holmes: Father Ben and his three children, daughters Alice and Nellie, and 
little son Howard.
The family was killed during the fall of 1894. Instead of using a cadaver, Holmes used former business partner Ben as part of
his insurance fraud scheme. Holmes knocked Ben out and killed him by setting him on fire.
On July 15, 1895 Alice and Nellie's bodies were found in a Toronto cellar. Later, authorities found teeth and pieces of bone 
among charred ruins that belonged to Howard in an Indianapolis cottage that Holmes had rented.
Of Holmes' assumed victims were: Julia and her daughter Pearl Connor (1891), Emeline Cigrand (1892) and sisters Minnie 
and Nannie Williams (1893). (Minnie had married Holmes, who swindled her out of her inheritance.)
The bodies of Julia, Emeline, and Minnie and Nannie were never found but rumor had it Holmes probably sold their 
cadavers to medical schools. He had consistently stated that Julia and Emeline died while undergoing illegal abortions. Julia
was allegedly Holmes' lover and Emeline was Holmes' former secretary whom he later purportedly proposed to.
While searching Holmes' hotel, authorities recovered Minnie's watch chain and Nannie's garter buckle in one of the ovens. 
Although forensic evidence was rudimentary at the time, bones found in the basement most likely belonged to 12-year-old 
Pearl Connor, whom he allegedly poisoned. As for Emeline, the police believed they had come upon her hair and bones. One 
account claims that an eyewitness saw Holmes and his janitor haul out a big trunk the day after her disappearance.
Although there is a lengthy list of other potential victims Holmes may have murdered, these nine victims have been plausibly 
attributed to the serial killer's killing spree.
Just before his execution, Holmes was said to be pleasant and calm. The only request he had was for his body to be buried 10 
feet deep into the ground with his casket encased in cement. (He didn't want grave robbers to dig his body up and use it for 
dissection.)
When Holmes was finally hung from the gallows, it was said his neck did not snap. Instead he died a slow death, his body 
twitching until he was finally pronounced dead 20 minutes later.







Chloroform, arsenic, and suspicious family doctors: Lady 
poisoners of the Victorian era



In	1886,	a	case	known	as	the	
“Pimlico	Mystery”	occurred	in	
London,	when	Adelaide	Blanche	
de	la	Tremoille	was	accused	of	
poisoning	her	husband,	Edwin	
Bartlett.	At	the	heart	of	the	
mystery	was	the	strange	
relationship	between	Bartlett,	a	
wealthy	grocer,	his	10	years’	
younger	wife,	French-born	
Adelaide,		and	her	tutor	and	
spiritual	counselor,	the	Reverend	
George	Dyson.	It	was	a	triangle	
that	didn’t	end	well.



According	to Adelaide’s	story,	she	had	a	romantic	
relationship	with	Dyson,	which	was	encouraged	
by	her	husband,	Edwin.	
On	New	Year’s	Eve	in	1885,	Edwin	was	found	
dead	in	bed	next	to	his	wife,	and	the	autopsy	
showed	that	his	stomach	was	full	of	
liquid chloroform.	Less	than	a	month	earlier,	
Adelaide	asked	Dyson	for	some chloroform,	
which	was	supposedly prescribed	by	Edwin’s	
doctor, Alfred	Leach.
Instead	of	buying	one	large	bottle,	Dyson	
purchased	four	small	bottles	of	chloroform	from	
four	different	shops.
Both	Adelaide	and	Reverend	Dyson	were	
arrested,	but	the	charges	against	the	latter	were	
dropped	soon	after. What	remained	a	mystery	
was	how the	chloroform	got	into	Edwin’s	
stomach	without	burning	his	throat	or	windpipe.	
This	fact	served	as	Adelaide’s	primary	defense,	
and	afterward,	she	was	acquitted	due	to	the	lack	
of	evidence.

Sir	James	Paget,	an	English	pathologist,	and	surgeon,	
reportedly	said	that,	as	Adelaide	was	free	and	couldn’t	be	tried	
again,	she	should	tell the	world how	she	did	it,	for	the	sake	of	
science



Beautiful	Madeleine	Smith	was	a	Glasgow	socialite.	She	
was	21	and	having	an	affair	with	a	clerk,	Emile	L’Angelier,	
with	whom	she	exchanged	some	very	passionate	letters.	
Unaware	of	her	affair,	Madeleine’s	parents	promoted	
her	engagement	to	a	friend	of	her	father’s,	which	she	
was	enthusiastic	about,	and	she	hurried	to	end	her	
relationship	with	L’Angelier.	However,	he	wasn’t	willing	
to	do	so	and	threatened	to	show	her	letters	to	her	
fiancé.
Seemingly	with	no	other	solution,	Madeleine	poisoned	
her	lover	with	arsenic,	which	she	put	in	his	cup	of	cocoa.	
She	was	tried	in	1857	but	acquitted	because	the	dates	
on	the	letters	were	missing,	and	nothing	could	be	
proved.	After	the	scandal,	Madeleine	left	Scotland	and	
moved	to	London,	where	she	married	an	artist,	George	
Wardle,	and	they	had	two	children	together.



Mary Ann Cotton
Mary Ann Cotton, born in 1832, was hanged in 1873 for the murder of her stepson, Charles 
Edward Cotton. She he may have, in fact, killed 21 people in total, among whom were three of 
her four husbands, 11 of her 13 children, and her mother. The poison she used was arsenic, 
which causes gastric pain and rapid decline of health.



In	March	1843,	authorities	charged	Sarah	Dazley	with	murder.	
Although	in	her	twenties,	Dazely	had	already	been	married	
seven	times	with	her	last	three	husbands	dying	inexplicably.	
She	was	about	to	be	married	an	eighth	time	when	her	
husband-to-be,	upon	hearing	neighbors	referring	to	his	bride	as	
“a	female	Bluebeard,”	decided	to		cancel	the	wedding	and	
bring	his	suspicions	to	the	police….
The	trial	of	Sarah	Dazley	commenced	at	Bedford	in	July	1843.	
Her	defence	counsel,	Mr.	O'Malley	explained	that	she	had	
administered	the	poison	to	her	husband,	William	Dazley	by	
mistake,	a	total	contradiction	of	what	she	told	the	investigating	
authorities.	It	was	her	final	attempt	to	twist	the	truth	to	her	
own	benefit.	The	court	did	not	examine	the	murder	of	the	
young	baby,	since	sufficient	evidence	existed	to	prove	Sarah	
Dazley's	guilt	in	murdering	her	husband	and	such	guilt	would	
indicate	that	the	baby	died	by	the	same	callous	hand.	

The	case	offered	by	the	defence	crumbled,	not	through	any	
fault	of	Mr O'Malley,	but	through	the	lies	Sarah	had	told	him.





Florence Elizabeth Maybrick
(Mobile, Alabama 3rd September 1862 – South Kent, Connecticut  23rd October 1941)













The	jury	of	local	businessmen,	which	included	former	acquaintances	
of	James	Maybrick,	found	Mrs.	Maybrick		guilty,	and	the	Judge		
sentenced	to	hang.

The	vehemence	of	the	outcry	that	followed	is	among	the	most	
remarkable	aspects	of	this	dismal	tale.	The	trial	was	felt	to	have	
been	poorly	conducted,	and	the	verdict	unsafe.	Many	believed	that	
Florence	had	been	convicted	of	adultery,	rather	than	murder.	She	
was	championed	by	campaigning	feminists	such	as	Josephine	Butler,	
who	saw	the	case	as	an	argument	for	the	admission	of	women	as	
jurors.	But	her	troop	of	stalwart	supporters	also	included	numerous	
men.	The	Home	Office	was	petitioned.	Henry	Matthews,	then	home	
secretary,	took	the	view	that	though	Florence	was	guilty	of	
attempted	murder,	it	could	not	be	proved	that	she	had	in	fact	
caused	the	death	of	her	husband.	Queen	Victoria	expressed	her	
indignation	that	"so	wicked	a	woman	should	escape	by	a	mere	legal	
quibble!"	The	fudge	was	generally	seen	to	be	unsatisfactory,	and	
Florence's	situation	was	one	of	the	factors	that	later	led	to	the	
institution	of	a	formal	appeal	process	of	a	kind	that	might	have	
quashed	her	conviction.	Though	Matthew's	decision	rescued	her	
from	the	gallows,	she	remained	in	prison	for	15	years.,	and	spent	the	
remainder	of	a	ruined	life	in	America,	dying	in	1941	a	destitute	
recluse.





Miss	Christiana	Edmunds,	who	in	1870	went	on	a	killing	spree	
that	earned	her	the	tag	of	“the	Brighton	Borgia”.	Her	MO	was	
to	put	strychnine	in	chocolates	and	leave	them	lying	around	
temptingly	in	public	places.	Although	her	first	intended	victim	
was	the	wife	of	the	man	loved,	Edmunds	soon	became	
positively	profligate	in	her	attempts	to wipe	out	half	the	
seaside	town.	She	started	sending	poisoned	chocolates	in	the	
post	to	anyone	she	had	never	much	cared	for.	Although	her	
tally	of	mortalities	amounted	to	one	boy	and	a	dog	– where	
poison	was	concerned	there	was many	a	slip	’twixt	cup	and	lip	
– this	was	horror	enough	and	earned	her	a	sentence	to	hang,	
later	commuted	to a	life	in	Broadmoor.







"They call him 
Shaykh-al-
Hashisham. He 
is their Elder, 
and upon his 
command all of 
the men of the 
mountain come 
out or go in... 
they are believers 
of the word of 
their elder and 
everyone 
everywhere fears 
them, because 
they even kill 
kings."










