








Voter ignorance has worried political philosophers since Plato.









THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION 
HAD ITS ROOTS IN 

ENGLAND…..













The means have 
been human 
ingenuity, creativity, 
and vision… 
The driving force has 
been Capitalism: 
profits for owners 
and investors…
Profits are best 
achieved through 
minimal wages and 
the least expensive 
working 
conditions….



















1854 …..  Obadiah Marland, of Boston, Mass., obtained a 
patent for an improvement in paper-making machines.

Be it known that I, OBADIAH. MARLAND, of Boston,-in the 
county of Suffolk, and State 'of Massachusetts, have invented 
an Improvement in Treating Whiskey, and I do hereby declare 
that the following is a description of my invention sufficient to 
enable those skilled in the art to practise it. 

Twirl Hill or Twarl Hill is situated on the left, 
on an ancient part of the building are the 
initials I.M.E. with the date 1723. It is 
occupied by Mr. Obadiah Marland, who 
according to his own account, he has struck out 
some original ideas in mechanism… James 
Butterworth,  Survey of Ashton-under-Lyne 1823





























The Austrian Revolution of  1848



The French Revolution of 1848



The Revolutions in the German States: 1848



Hungarian Revolution: 1848







Prussia Austria RussiaRussia









Friedrich Engels, (1820, Prussia -1895, 
London)
His father was the owner of  a textile factory 
in Barmen and also a partner in the Ermen & 
Engels cotton plant in Manchester.
He met Marx in Cologne.  This visit resulted 
in a permanent partnership to promote the 
socialist movement: the failure of  the 1848 
revolutions stunned them both.
To support both himself  and Marx, he 
accepted a subordinate position in the offices 
of  Ermen & Engels in Manchester, eventually 
becoming a full-fledged partner in the 
concern. He again functioned successfully as a 
businessman, never allowing his communist 
principles and criticism of  capitalist ways to 
interfere with the profitable operations of  his 
firm. Hence he was able to send money to 
Marx constantly, often in the form of  £5 
notes, but later in far higher figures.





"The race that lives in these ruinous 
cottages, behind broken windows, 
mended with oilskin, sprung doors, 
and rotten door-posts, or in dark, 
wet cellars, in measureless filth and 
stench, in this atmosphere penned 
in as if with a purpose, this race 
must really have reached the lowest 
stage of humanity.“
Fredrick Engels – The Irish in 
Manchester



Engels wrote:









“From the first 
day to this, 
sheer greed 
was the driving 
spirit of  
civilization.”

Friedrich Engels















1871: The 72 days of the Paris Commune



After Bloody Week, the government asked for an inquest into the causes of the uprising. The inquest concluded that the main 
cause of the insurrection was a lack of belief in God, and that this problem had to be corrected immediately. It was decided that 
a moral revival was needed, and a key part of this was deporting 4,500 Communards to New Caledonia in the South Pacific. 

There was a two-part goal in this, as the government also hoped that the Communards would civilize the native Kanak people 
on the island. The government hoped that being exposed to the order of nature would return the Communards to the side of 

"good."















March 13, 1881, Winter Palace, Saint Petersburg



Trial for the murder of Tsar Alexander II: 
Rysakov, Sophia Lvovna Perovskaya, Gesya 
Gelfman, Zeljabov, Mikhailov, Kibal'cic; 
Russia, engraving from L'Illustrazione 
Italiana, No 17, April 24, 1881



Umberto 1 of Italy… 1900







QUINTUS FABIUS MAXIMUS VERRUCOSUS





My idea was to bribe the working classes, or shall I say, to win 
them over, to regard the state as a social institution existing for 
their sake and interested in their welfare. – Otto von Bismark











Create Jobs and Increase Wages!

Make full employment and full-time jobs a top priority.
Raise the wages of workers.

Guarantee decent benefits for all
Expand Universal Social Programs – End Poverty
Peace and Disarmament

Nationalize Energy and Natural Resources
Public Ownership & Democratic Control

Keep Industrial Jobs in Canada
Expand Public Healthcare
Tax the Greedy, Not the Needy

Global Environmental Justice – Act to Halt Climate Change
Fair Trade & Sovereignty, not Capitalist “Globalization”

End “Security State” Laws
Justice for Aboriginal peoples, Acadians and Québec
Full Gender Equality NOW

Fight Racism, Sexism and Homophobia
A Democratic Immigration Policy

A Future for Youth – Education for All
A Bill of Rights for Labour
Housing is a Basic Human Right

Make Every Vote Count
Support Family Farms – Defend Canada’s Food Sovereignty

A New Deal for Cities

















At the penultimate stage of degradation before Russia’s 
“national self-destruction,” the Russian autocracy 
became a police dictatorship. It became ideologically 
empty and intellectually impoverished. – Alexander 
Vanov







January 22nd 1905



The march on the Winter Palace was not 
a revolutionary or rebellious act. 
Political groups, such as the Bolsheviks, 
Mensheviks, and the Social 
Revolutionaries disapproved of the 
procession due to its lack of political 
demands. The majority of Russian 
workers retained their traditional 
conservative values of Orthodoxy, faith 
in the autocracy, and indifference to 
political life. The workers of St. 
Petersburg wished to receive fair 
treatment and better working 
conditions; they decided, therefore, to 
petition the tsar.





















Vladimir Lenin (1870 - 1924)

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=19&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjR8tD5gIHdAhVsp1kKHeKvDRIQFjASegQIBxAB&url=http://www.bbc.com/history/historic_figures/lenin_vladimir.shtml&usg=AOvVaw3RoYNzdvCljjDYhpm_gGSs










It’s our revolution… we’ve 
done all the work –
No one’s going to ruin it.
Naturally, there are going to 
be problems afterwards for 
our opponents….
We can kill them, or 
cunningly bring them round 
to our way of thought.

There will have to be a 
temporary suspension of 
human rights… which can go 
on for ever, if necessary….








