










Which is more 
important…
Cold, calculated 
reason
Or…
Wild, untamed 
passion.









When	not	known	as	the	wife	of	the	poet	Percy	Bysshe	
Shelley,	Mary	Shelley	(1797-1851)	is	recognized	as	
the	daughter	of	the	celebrated	radical	writer	Mary	
Wollstonecraft	and	the	equally	well-known	novelist	
and	political	philosopher	William	Godwin.	Even	the	
sole	recognition	won	by	her	own	efforts,	the	
"monster	abhorr'd"	of	her	great	novel	Frankenstein
(1818),	is	tainted	by	popular	associations	with	stage	
and	cinema	versions	of	the	monster	which	have	little	
to	do	with	her	"Modern	Prometheus."

Lord	Byron	– “mad,	bad,	not	
nice	to	know….”



Percy	Bysshe	Shelley	died	on	8 July	1822,	at	the	age	of	29,	
when	his	boat	went	down	in	a	sudden	storm	off	the	coast	of	

the	Gulf	of	Spezia.	A	dreadful	death,	dreadfully	young.
Byron	supervised	a	dramatic	burning	of	the	badly	decayed	

corpse.
On	the	night	before	he	died,	Shelley	had	dreamed	about	

murdering	his	wife,	Mary.



The	Villa	Diodati is	a	mansion	on	Lake	Geneva	in	
Switzerland,	notable	because	Lord	Byron	rented	it	
and	stayed	there	with	John	Polidori	in	the	summer	
of	1816.		Mary	Godwin,	her	half-sister,	Claire	
Claremont,	and	her	future	husband		Percy	Bysshe	
Shelley,	had	rented	a	house	nearby.	Because	of	poor	
weather,	in	June	1816	the	group	famously	spent	
three	days	together	inside	the	house	creating	
stories	to	tell	each	other,	two	of	which	were	
developed	into	landmark	works	of	the	Gothic	genre:	
Frankenstein by	Mary	Shelley	and	The	Vampyre by	
Polidori.







Quella	notte	a	Villa	Diodati… by	Lake	Geneva	in	summer,	1816,	two	monsters	were	born:	Frankenstein	and	the	vampire.

















Dr.	Henry	Jekyll	and	his	alternative	
personality,	Edward	Hyde	are	
characters	in	Robert	Louis	
Stevenson's	1886	novella	The	Strange	
Case	of	Dr.	Jekyll	and	Mr.	Hyde





















Brendan	Burke	and	William	Hare	were	actually	Irish	and	
didn’t	steal	cadavers	from	the	grave	– faced	with	a	lack	of	
bodies	they	embarked	upon	a	murderous	plan	and	
provided	17	bodies	for	dissection	by	a	medical	lecturer,	
16	of	them	were	murdered.

Burke	was	hanged	at	Lawnmarket	in	front	of	a	
boisterous,	cheering	crowd	of	over	25,000	on	28	January	
1829	and,	fittingly	perhaps,	after	being	put	on	public	
display,	his	body	was	donated	to	medical	science.

Despite	his	obvious	involvement	in	the	murders,	his	
accomplice	Hare	was	released	in	February	1829	and	escaped	
across	the	border	into	England.	No	one	knows	definitively	
what	happened	to	Hare,	but	it	has	been	rumoured	that	he	
was	thrown	into	a	lime	quarry	by	an	angry	mob	and	lived	out	
his	days	as	a	blind	beggar	on	the	streets	of	London.	











To most people, 
the Canadians 
are a somewhat 
dull, simple-
witted people 
who inhabit our 
world without 
creating  too 
many ripples…







The "Black" 
Donnellys emigrated 
to Lucan, Ontario. 
Five of them were 
murdered by an 
armed mob in 
February 1880, and 
their farm burned 
down - the culmination 
of long-standing feud 
between the family 
and other residents. 
No one was ever 
convicted of the 
murders, despite two 
inconclusive trials.





“While	driving,	John	got	mad	
and	as	the	argument	between	
him	and	Bill	got	heated,	Bill	
shot	John	in	the	back.	He	shot	
him	again	in	the	head.	The	car	
was	full	of	gunpowder	smoke	
and	blood.	When	Evelyn	and	
Bill	got	out	of	the	car,	Bill	heard	
John	groan	so	Bill	shot	him	in	
the	chest.	Bill	then	drove	to	the	
garage	where	John’s	body	was	
placed.”

















1983-2002: Robert Pickton, 
inherited a pig farm worth a 
million dollars and used his 
wealth to lure skid row 
prostitutes to his farm 
where he confessed to 
murdering 49 female 
victims; dismembering and 
feeding their body parts to 
his pigs which he supplied 
to Vancouver area 
restaurants. 

Shirley Jane Turner of  St. John's, 
drugged her baby and jumped 
into the Atlantic Ocean on 
August 18, 2003.
On November 6, 2001, her 
boyfriend, Dr. Andrew Bagby had 
been found dead in a parking lot 
in Pennsylvania.
Turner was fighting extradition 
to the United States, where she 
was accused of  his murder.  

1990-1992: Paul Bernardo and Karla 
Homolka were so perfectly iconic as 
a newlywed couple that they were 
dubbed "Ken and Barbie". But their 
marriage had a dark side involving 
sex, death, and videotape. The 
'perfect couple' first raped and 
murdered Karla's little sister and 
then kidnapped teenage schoolgirls 
whom they enslaved, raped, tortured 
and killed while gleefully recording 
themselves on video doing it. 

1926-1927: Nicknamed at the time 
“The Gorilla Man” for the savagery of  
his rape and necrophiliac murders, 
Earle Nelson is one of  history’s early 
“pioneer serial killers” committing 
more than twenty horrific murders. 
Nelson targeted landladies mostly 
whom he met through ‘room to let’ 
classified advertisements. He carried a 
well-worn Bible for appearance to 
reassure his female victims before 
brutally strangling them and raping 
their corpses. 





In 1992, Milgaard was released 
from prison, after a court ruled he 
should have a new trial in the 1969 
murder of  Saskatoon nursing aide 
Gail Miller. Saskatchewan decided 
not to prosecute him again, 
although he was not formally 
exonerated until 1997, and was 
still legally considered a convicted 
killer at the time of  his release.





In	1959,	he	was	sentenced	to	be	hanged	at	age	14	for	a	schoolmate's	murder,	
becoming	Canada's	youngest	death-row	inmate.	His	case,	one	of	the	most	
famous	and	controversial	in	Canadian	judicial	history,	helped	spur	Canada	to	
abolish	the	death	penalty.	After	the	original	conviction,	Steven	Truscott	spent	
four	months	in	the	shadow	of	the	gallows	until	his	death	sentence	was	
commuted	to	life	imprisonment.	Paroled	in	1969,	Truscott	disappeared	into	an	
anonymous	existence	in	a	southern	Ontario	city.	
On	Aug.	28,	2007	— 48	years	later	— the	Ontario	Court	of	Appeal	unanimously	
overturned	that	conviction,	declaring	the	case	"a	miscarriage	of	justice"	that	
"must	be	quashed"	and	acquitted	Truscott.	The	judges	went	on	to	say,	
however,	that	"the	court	is	not	satisfied	that	the	appellant	has	been	able	to	
demonstrate	his	factual	innocence."	









Cops	found	man	
tied	up	on	accused	
serial	killer's	bed

Barry and Honey Sherman were murdered, police say
Homicide detectives have confirmed the Shermans were 
targeted, strangled, then held upright by leather belts 
looped around a railing of their home’s indoor pool.

Gay Village disappearances and police behaviour 
show ‘whose lives are disposable and whose lives 
are not’
Serial killers succeed when they know their victims 
are not valued. And so it would be with these 
missing gay men



Grace Marks, a notorious murderer.



The Kinnear murder
On July 28, 1843 a farmer, Thomas Kinnear, and his housekeeper, Nancy 
Montgomery, were murdered in their Richmond Hill residence by two of  
Mr. Kinnear’s employees — James McDermott and Grace Marks.
McDermott claimed that Grace had driven him to the crime – she was  16.
Both were tried and convicted. McDermott was hanged, but Marks's 
sentence was commuted to life because of  her youth and sex, and she 
entered the Provincial Penitentiary in Kingston on November 19,1843. 
In 1852, she was transferred to the Provincial Lunatic Asylum in Toronto. 
The Toronto Star reported, "Pardoned in 1872, Marks reportedly moved to 
northern New York and then vanished from sight."







6th October 1894 - An 18 year old murder victim by the name of  
Frank Westwood was at the centre of  the "Parkdale Mystery“ in 

Toronto





In	October	1894,	eighteen-year-old	Frank	Westwood	answered		the	
front	door	of	his	family’s	home,	and	was	shot	once.	He	would	later	
describe	his	assailant	as	a	mid-sized	man,	clothed	in	a	dark	suit	and	
fedora	– a	man	he	did	not	recognize.	The	young	lad	struggled	for	
several	days,	questioned	by	police	officers,		and	died.

Clara	Ford	(described	in	some	accounts	as	a		"notorious,	pistol	packing,	
male-impersonator")	was	a	33-year-old	seamstress	of	mixed		race	
confessed	to	the	crime	– her	revenge	on	Westwood,	whom	she	claimed	
had	once	tried	to	take	improper	liberties	with	her.	
On	the	fourth	day	her	trial,	she	shocked	the	courtroom	by	retracting	
her	confession:	the	officer’s	questioning	had	confused	her,	and	she	had	
been	tricked.
After	only	an	hour	of	deliberation,	the	twelve	men	returned	with	their	
unanimous	verdict	that	Clara	Ford	was	not	guilty.			Even	before	
changing	her	testimony,	they	had	sympathised	with	her	story.
Shortly	after	the	case	wrapped	up	however,	Ford	was	encouraged	to	
leave	town,	as	she	had	been	heard	to	brag	about	her	actual	guilt!	



On	the	evening	of	February	8,	1915,	Bert	Massey,	a	Studebaker	
salesman	and	scion	of	Canada’s	well-known	Massey	family,	was	
mounting	the	steps	of	the	veranda	of	his	home	on	Toronto’s	
Walmer	Road	when	his	18-year-old	domestic	servant,	Carrie	
Davies,	opened	the	front	door	and	fatally	shot	him	with	a	.32-
calibre	Savage	automatic	pistol.



It	was	a	most	unusual	case.	Carrie	Davies	was	acquitted	even	though	she	confessed	to	shooting	her	employer,	
saying	she	feared	further	sexual	harassment	or	worse.



Ms.	Eaton,	24,	- a	great,	great	
granddaughter	of	Timothy	Eaton		met	her	
death	on	January	28th 1985	when		Andrew	
Leyshon-Hughes,	a	childhood	friend	who	
had	slept	over	at	her	house,		stabbed		her	
21	times	before	having	sex	with	her	dead	
body.
Leyshon-Hughes,	who	was	18	at	the	time,	
later	told	police	that	he	had	juggled	a	pair	
of	eggs	over	her	body	and	then	stolen	her	
car.	He	was	arrested	at	a	service	station,	
apparently	while	driving	to	a	lakeside	cliff	
over	which	he	had	intended	to	plunge.



Andrew	Leyshon-
Hughes		was	
indefinitely	remanded	
to	the	custody	of	The	
Ontario	Review	
Board. In	February	
2001,	he	was	living	at	
the	Royal	Ottawa	
Hospital	and	was	a	
student	at	Algonquin	
College. In	2005,	he	
was	discharged	from	
the	psychiatric	
hospital	into	the	
community.

A	witness	at	Mr.	Leyshon-Hughes's	1986	trial,	McGill	University	professor	Frank	
Ervin,	said	that	he	was	"a	crocodile	man"	whose	behaviour	was	controlled	by	a	
primitive	portion	of	his	brain.


