




…. never before – and rarely after – has a Tyranny 
not been replaced by another Tyranny….
But the American Revolution liberated the 
colonies from King George lll’s despotism, and 
created a Republic wherein all people were 
deemed to be created equal, and Government 
was responsible to them.

…..the Patriots rebelled for fear of the British subjugating them as they did the African Americans. Living 
among growing numbers of slaves, masters could see the dreadful consequences of losing freedom. 
Patriots feared having the tables turned upon them by some combination of external taxation and 
internal slave revolt….



















The Invasion of Canada: 1775





French involvement in the American Revolutionary War began in 1775, when France secretly shipped 
supplies to the Continental Army. A Treaty of  Alliance in 1778 soon followed, which led to 
shipments of  money and matériel to the United States. Subsequently, the Spanish Empire and the 
Dutch Republic also began to send assistance, leaving the British Empire with no allies.

France's help is considered a vital and decisive contribution to the United States' victory against the 
British. As a cost of  participation in the war, France accumulated over 1 billion livres in debt.



These were men of the 18th century not the 21st. They 
believed that an active political voice was a privilege not a 
right; it belonged only to adult white males who had "a stake 
in society" and that stake was property.

The Founding Fathers distrusted democracy and instead, 
created a republic. In so doing, they created the most free 
nation in the modern world. 







The great paradox: 
how could people like 
Thomas Jefferson keep 

slaves?







The American Revolution is traditionally thought of as a rather conservative affair, a bourgeois revolt 
against imperious royal rule that kept public affairs out of the hands of the masses









On October, 19th 1781, British General Charles Cornwallis
formally surrendered 8,000 British soldiers and seamen to a 
French and American force at Yorktown, Virginia, bringing the 
Revolution to a close.













The immediate cause of the 
Revolution was that the French 
monarchy faced imminent 
bankruptcy. (This was partly 
because of the enormous sums it 
had spent assisting the American 
Revolution between 1778 and 
1781 in order to discomfort the 
traditional enemy, Britain.)



The great irony was that  the French government supported none 
of the ideals for which the Americans were fighting….



















On 20 June 1789, the members of 
the French Third Estate, who had 
begun to call themselves the 
National Assembly, took the Tennis 
Court Oath, vowing "not to 
separate, and to reassemble 
wherever circumstances require, 
until the constitution of the 
kingdom is established”.



July 14th 1789





The “Storming of the 
Bastille” - (Bastille  
means fortress)…













Constitutional Cabinet of  Louis XVI 



































The Cult of Reason The Reign of Terror















The deaths 
of two 
French 
Canadian 
Carmelite 
nuns 
definitely 
did not sit 
well with 
Canadians.
“…this 
bloodbath 
has lost all 
decency. 
God knows 
where and 
when it will 
stop.” (La 
Gazette du 
Quebec).





Georges Danton created the office of the 

Revolutionary Tribunal as a strong arm for the 
Revolutionary Government. With this, to be accused 
of anything real or imagined was to be condemned 

to death without trial, proofs, evidence or 
witnesses. Within months he knew this power was a 

terrible mistake and fought to have it ended. 
Robespierre stopped him and used the Tribunal to 

have Danton and all opposition killed on 5 April 
1794. Robespierre consolidated his power and 

slaughtered uncounted thousands of French men, 
women, and children. Ultimately he followed 

Danton to the guillotine

When he received word that the National Convention had declared him 

an outlaw, Robespierre shot himself in the head but only succeeded in 
wounding his jaw. Shortly thereafter, troops of the National Convention 
attacked the Hotel de Ville and seized Robespierre and his allies. The 

next evening–July 28, 1794–Robespierre and 21 others were guillotined 
without a trial in the Place de la Revolution. During the next few days, 

another 82 Robespierre followers were executed. The Reign of Terror 
was at an end.





On August 22, 1795, the National Convention, composed  of politicians who 
had survived the Reign of Terror, approved a new constitution …. Opposition 
was swiftly silenced by the army, now led by a young and successful general 
named Napoleon Bonaparte.
By the late 1790s, the government relied almost entirely on the military to 
maintain their authority and had ceded much of their power to the generals in 
the field.
On November 9, 1799, Bonaparte staged a coup d’état, appointing himself 
France’s “first consul.” 
By 1805, he had crowned himself Emperor of the French.









Jean Bernadotte as Crown 
Prince of Sweden (1811)











Encouraged by the Russian defeat, Prussia, Austria, and 
Russia began a new campaign against France, decisively 
defeating Napoleon at Leipzig in October 1813. after 
several inconclusive engagements. The Allies then 
invaded France, capturing Paris at the end of March 1814 
and forcing Napoleon to abdicate in early April. 

Louis XVIII, 1755-1824 
ruled France from 1814 to 
1824.










