
Very few people are normal, really, 
deep down in their private lives…



But 
first….







It’s often said that Britain’s church congregations 
are shrinking, but that doesn’t come close to 
expressing the scale of the disaster now facing 
Christianity in this country. Every ten years the 
census spells out the situation in detail: between 
2001 and 2011 the number of Christians born in 
Britain fell by 5.3 million — about 10,000 a week. 
If that rate of decline continues, the mission of St 
Augustine to the English, together with that of the 
Irish saints to the Scots, will come to an end in 
2067. – “The Spectator”





Very few people are normal, really, 
deep down in their private lives…













When someone is trying to involve you in an offensive 
diatribe relating to someone else, the best thing to ask 
is: Why are you telling me this?



Revolting People DON’T behave 
in public….







March 15, 44 BC







Better not let
Men become too 
chummy:
Or you’re sure to 
end up
As an Egyptian 
mummy.



Augustus (63 BC – ruler 31BC- 14AD)

Born as Octavian, he was the son of Julius Caesar’s niece.







37 TO 41 
AD





Gaius Julius Caesar Germanicus - Caligula,- the third Roman  
(37 AD to 41 ). 

Allegedly, Caligula turned the palace into a brothel, took sexual 
liberties with his three younger sisters and talked to the moon. 
He also executed or exiled the people closest to him and 
anyone he perceived as a threat. Sometimes Caligula killed for 
fun and made a habit out of sleeping with other men’s wives 
and bragging about it.

He tried to make his cherished horse, Incitatus, a senator …

He ordered his guards to throw a section of the crowd at the 
Colosseum into the arena between gladiatorial games.  They 
were eaten by wild animals.  

Hitting a priest over the head with a hammer when he 
supposed to do that to a bull in a sacrifice to the gods instead.











“I have existed from the 
beginning of the world, and I 
shall exist until the last star 
falls from the night.  Although 
I have taken the form of Gaius 
Caligula,  I am all men as I am 
no man: and, therefore, I am 
a god.”





“Whether he was driven to insanity by the horrific deaths of his family members at the hands of  Tiberius, who 
later took him in, driven mad through poisoning, or was suffering from an undiagnosed medical condition or 
mental illness, we may never know. However, one thing remains clear – Caligula, with his whimsical madness, 
has remained one of the most infamous Roman Emperors of all time.”





Nero Claudius Caesar (37-68 A.D.) 
ruled Rome from 54 A.D. until his 
death by suicide 14 years later













At one feast, he had several of his guests lashed to a water-
wheel, which turned slowly and drowned them as their 
horrified fellow diners looked on. On another occasion, he let 
poisonous snakes loose among the crowds at the gladiatorial 
games, causing widespread death and injury.



“He abandoned himself to the grossest pleasures and ungoverned fury.” –
Edward Gibbon, 1784

“And he was the only one of all the emperors whose body was 
dragged through the streets, thrust into a sewer, and hurled 
into the Tiber.  This befell him as a result of the general hatred 
of all, against which particularly emperors must be on their 
guard, since those who do not win the love of the senate, the 
people, and the soldiers do not win the right of burial….” 

“.…[TO]	SPORT	WITH	THE	PASSIONS	AND	PREJUDICES	OF	HIS	SUBJECTS,	AND	TO	SUBVERT	
EVERY	LAW	OF	NATURE	AND	DECENCY,	WERE	IN	THE	NUMBER	OF	HIS	MOST	DELICIOUS	
AMUSEMENTS.	A	LONG	TRAIN	OF	CONCUBINES,	AND	A	RAPID	SUCCESSION	OF	WIVES,	
AMONG	WHOM	WAS	A	VESTAL	VIRGIN,	RAVISHED	BY	FORCE	FROM	HER	SACRED	ASYLUM,	
WERE	INSUFFICIENT	TO	SATISFY	THE	IMPOTENCE	OF	HIS	PASSIONS.	
THE	MASTER	OF	THE	ROMAN	WORLD	AFFECTED	TO	COPY	THE	DRESS	AND	MANNERS	OF	
THE	FEMALE	SEX,	PREFERRED	THE	DISTAFF	TO	THE	SCEPTRE,	AND	DISHONORED	THE	
PRINCIPAL	DIGNITIES	OF	THE	EMPIRE	BY	DISTRIBUTING	THEM	AMONG	HIS NUMEROUS	
LOVERS.

—EDWARD GIBBON, DECLINE AND FALL OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE (1776)



Born on November 29, 1835, she was chosen as a concubine 
for the Emperor Xianfeng when she was a young girl. She gave 
birth to the emperor’s son – the future Emperor Tongzhi – in 
1856 and went on to live an extravagant and privileged life in 
the imperial court without concerning herself with the 
hardships facing ordinary people.



Empress Dowager Cixi ruled 
China for nearly 50 years from 
1861 until her death in 1908. 
Textbooks blame her 
unchecked thievery for the 
nation's failures, 
but historians increasingly say 
that she was a strong leader 
with gangster-like cunning.



Empress Xiàoqīn Cíxǐ Duānyòu Kāngyí Zhāoyù Zhuāngchéng 
Shòugōng Qīnxiàn Chongjin Pèitiān Xìngshèng Xiǎn
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Born 1835 died 1908

















In her concluding judgment on the character and achievements 
of Cixi, the Qing dynasty's legendary empress dowager,  Jung 
Chang observes: "In some four decades of absolute power, her 
political killings, whether just or unjust … were no more than a 
few dozen, many of them in response to plots to kill her…

A woman who began her adulthood as a 16-year-old grade-
three imperial concubine in 1852, and rose to hold supreme 
power in the Manchu empire for the best part of 40 years, is 
likely to have a few unpleasant traits….   

Since she could never sit on the throne herself, her continued 
power depended on the emperor being a child… and so young 
Emperors never reached adulthood. The Guardian

https://www.theguardian.com/theobserver/2013/sep/29/jung-chang-wild-swans-empress-cixi




February 7, 1906
October 17, 1967 





Richard II, born January 6, 1367 in Bordeaux; died February 1400, Pontefract, Yorkshire 
King of England 1377 to 1399. 
He was deposed and murdered by his cousin, who became Henry lV





"When Adam delved and Eve span, who was then 
the gentleman? From the beginning all men by 
nature were created alike, and our bondage or 
servitude came in by the unjust oppression of 
naughty men. For if God would have had any 
bondmen from the beginning, he would have 
appointed who should be bond, and who free. And 
therefore I exhort you to consider that now the 
time is come, appointed to us by God, in which ye 
may (if ye will) cast off the yoke of bondage, and 
recover liberty.“  - John Ball, 1381

























1510  Empson and Dudley….
Henry  decided to signal to the people that his reign 
would be much different from his father’s, and his first 
step was to arrest his father’s notorious, unpopular 
officials





“Most illustrious Prince, is it your 
will to fulfil the treaty of 
marriage concluded by your 
father, the late King of England, 
and the parents of the Princess 
of Wales, the King and Queen of 
Spain ; and, as the Pope has 
dispensed with this marriage, to 
take the Princess who is here 
present for your lawful wife?
The King answered : I will.
Most illustrious Princess, &c. 
(mutatis mutandis).
The Princess answered : I will.”

A Venetian diplomatic visiting the 
English Court said of Henry VIII:-
“His Majesty is the handsomest 
potentate I ever set eyes on; above 
the usual height, with an 
extremely fine calf to his leg, his 
complexion fair and bright, with 
auburn hair, combed straight and 
short in the French fashion, and a 
round face so very beautiful that it 
would become a pretty woman, his 
throat was rather long and thick.”








