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“…	the	
mystery	
woman	has	
become	part	
of	a	rich	vein	
of	Canadian	
cultural	
history	
around	the	
iconography	
of	Secord.”	
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A	child’s	ring	—	a	memento	worn	by	
the	Canadian	warrant	officer	to	stir	
thoughts	of	his	newborn	girl	—	was	
apparently	found	amidst	wreckage	
that	washed	ashore.	Somehow,	
though,	when	it	was	sent	back	to	
Canada,	the	tiny	copper	keepsake	
was	misfiled	by	an	army	clerk	and	
never	reached	Caldwell’s	family.	The	
years	went	by.	Decades	passed….	
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A	268-year-old	beer	mug	that	was	spirited	to	Canada	during	the	American	
Revolution	by	Loyalist	refugee	Rev.	John	Stuart,	the	future	founder	of	the	
Anglican	Church	in	Canada,	hits	the	auction	block	this	month	in	the	U.S.	with	
expectations	of	fetching	close	to	$100,000.		
A	sterling	symbol	of	a	tumultuous	time	in	Canadian	history,	the	engraved	silver	
tankard	was	created	as	a	wedding	present	in	1742	by	Philadelphia	silversmith	
Elias	Boudinot,	a	friend	and	neighbour	of	U.S.	statesman	Benjamin	Franklin.		
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A	U.S.	historian	who	

unearthed	new	

evidence	about	the	

life	of	a	War	of	1812	

heroine	from	New	

York	has	dismissed	

Laura	Secord’s	

famous	midnight	

dash	to	save	Canada	

from	invasion	as	a	

mere	“Sunday	walk”	

in	the	woods	16
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“It’s	not	some	colossal	printing	error.	The	stamp	recognizes	the	U.S.	history	icon	as	a	
key	figure	in	establishing	Canada’s	postal	system	prior	to	the	Revolutionary	War.”
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“Yes:	20	years.	

That’s	how	long	

it’s	been	since	Lord	

Stanley’s	fabled	

fruit	bowl	—	the	

“Dominion	Hockey	

Challenge	Cup”	as	

it	was	called	when	

first	awarded	in	

1893,	to	another	

Montreal	club	—	
20



…	a	

previously	

unknown	

document	

from	a	

pivotal	

moment	in	

Canadian	

history…
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Igor	Chobot	is	“very	
proud”	of	the	

archeological	legacy	

his	parents	have	left	

the	world	after	

spending	more	than	

30	years	pursuing	

their	labour	of	love	at	

Buck	Lake	—	

excavating	ancient	

traces	of	some	of	

Canada’s	earliest	

known	aboriginal	22



“…a	possible	test	of	

whether	the	

controversy-plagued,	

funding-challenged	

Library	and	Archives	

Canada	is	still	in	the	

business	of	acquiring	

newly	available	

treasures	of	

documentary	23

The	1873	

Pacific	Scandal	

was	the	first	of	

many	  
high-profile	

corruption	

cases	to	taint	

Canadian	

political	history	

—	  

as	well	as	the	

legacies	of	24



“A	Hudson	Bay	
walrus	that	was	

shot,	stuffed	and	

became	one	of	

Canada’s	star	

attractions	at	an	

1886	colonial	

exhibition	in	Britain	

is	being	moved	to	

serve	as	a	key	

artifact	at	a	museum	
25

“It	reminds	us	he	

was	a	real	person,	

not	fictitious,”	 
said	curator	 

Jean-Luc	Pilon.	

“Commemoration	

is	about	ringing	

little,	distant	

bells.”
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A	regency,	say	
several	of	
Canada’s	top	
experts	on	the	
monarchy,	
could	pose	
potential	
constitutional	
wrinkles	in	this	
country.	
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The	Merchant	
City	district	is	the	
site	of	the	last	
extant	building	—	
the	former	Fox	
and	Hound	pub	
—	with	clear	links	
to	Macdonald’s	
family	at	the	
time	of	the	
future	
statesman’s	birth	
in	January	1815.
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“The	450-year-old	San	
Juan,	a	jumble	of	thick	
beams	and	broken	
barrels	lying	in	shallow	
waters	off	the	site	of	a	
1560s-era	whaling	sta-	
tion	in	the	Strait	of	
Belle	Isle,	is	to	be	
resurrected	by	a	team	
of	Spanish	maritime	
heritage	experts	
planning	to	construct	a	
full-scale,	seaworthy	
replica.”
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For	all	of	the	pan-Canadian	
hoopla	that	will	surround	
the	150th	anniversary	of	
Confederation	next	year,	
there’s	arguably	a	more	
important	sesquicentennial	
for	Ottawa	and	the	rest	of	
the	national	capital	region	
happening	this	week.		
Exactly	a	century-and-a-
half	ago,	at	2	p.m.	on	June	
8,	1866,	the	Legislative	
Assembly	of	the	Province	
of	Canada	–	today’s	
Ontario	and	Quebec	–
	convened	for	the	first	time	
in	the	newly	constructed	
Parliament	Buildings	on	the	
picturesque	bluff	
overlooking	the	Ottawa	
River.	
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As	the	Bank	of	
Canada	is	ramping	up	
excitement	over	its	
own	ground-
breaking,	long-
overdue	plan	to	put	
“an	iconic	
woman”	(who	isn’t	
the	Queen)	on	the	
front	of	a	banknote	in	
this	country,	the	U.S.	
Treasury	Department	
has	beaten	us	to	the	
punch	—	and	by	
selecting	an	
American	woman	
who	is,	as	it	happens,	
a	Canadian	icon,	too.
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For	all	of	the	public	attention	
lavished	upon	the	intrepid	
Norsemen	of	our	collective	
imagination	–	horned	helmets	
and	all	that,	a	mingling	of	
myth	and	truth	explored	in	
the	Canadian	Museum	of	
History’s	current	blockbuster	
exhibition	Vikings	–	we	should	
pause	to	consider	the	
obvious:	that	many	and	varied	
civilizations,	each	of	them	
built	by	equally	intrepid	
peoples	who	discovered	and	
occupied	nearly	every	corner	
of	the	American	hemisphere,	
were	here	long	before	such	
fabled	figures	as	Leif	Eriksson	
spied	Newfoundland’s	shores	
1,000	years	ago.
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A	pearl-	and	diamond-
encrusted	tiara	that	
survived	the	1915	sinking	
of	the	RMS	Lusitania,	a	
symbol	of	both	the	
sumptuous	wealth	of	old	
Montreal	and	civilian	
tragedy	in	war,	is	set	to	be	
sold	for	up	to	$600,000	at	
a	jewelry	auction	in	
Switzerland	.	.	.	Lady	
Allan’s	tiara	—	a	
remarkable	piece	of	
Canadian	war	
memorabilia	to	be	sold,	of	
all	things,	on	
Remembrance	Day	—	
steals	the	show	on	the	
storytelling	front,	a	fact	
acknowledged	in	a	
Sotheby’s	statement	
describing	the	tiara	as	a	
“captivating”	object.”
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The	1936	“dot	cent”	penny	is	famous	in	coin-collecting	circles	as	one	of	only	three	
such	specimens	known	to	have	been	produced	that	year	by	the	Royal	Canadian	Mint.	
They’re	distinguished	from	the	millions	of	other	1936	pennies	minted	in	the	final	
year	of	King	George	V’s	reign	by	the	miniscule	dot	placed	below	the	date.
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The	British	auction	
house	pulled	the	
vast	collection	off	
the	block	and	
arranged	for	it	to	be	
given	to	the	
distinguished	
Canadian	poet	David	
Wevill	after	a	
Postmedia	News	
story	highlighting	his	
concerns	that	the	
rediscovered	
“archive”	of	his	work	
from	the	1950s	and	
’60s	might	be	sold	to	
a	collector	—	and	
thus	lost	to	literary	
scholars	and	the	
poet	himself.		
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The	Canadian-led	
victory	in	the	Battle	
of	Vimy	Ridge,	
while	only	a	modest	
military	
achievement	within	
the	broad	context	
of	the	First	World	
War,	has	come	to	
represent	a	coming-
of-age	experience	
for	Canada	as	an	
independent	
nation.	
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Under	Canada’s	endangered	species	protocols,	
the	elapse	of	50	years	since	the	last	confirmed	
sighting	of	any	animal	is	a	key	criterion	for	
formally	declaring	it	extinct.	And	while	it	could	
take	years	for	that	to	happen,	when	Canadian	
officials	eventually	do	take	the	step	it	will	be	
the	first	time	since	the	passenger	pigeon	
vanished	almost	a	century	ago	—	in	1914	—	
that	any	bird	in	Canada	will	be	officially	
classified	as	lost	forever.		
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Two	Canadian	
scientists	who	
examined	the	
fossilized	skulls	of	
82	individual	
dinosaurs	from	
ancient	Alberta	
have	gathered	
powerful	new	
evidence	about	
how	such	a	
startling	variety	
of	enormous,	
plant-eating	 
species	were	able	
to	survive	in	the	
same	
geographically	
restricted	habitat	
about	75	million	
years	ago.		
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One	of	Canada’s	top	military	historians	
has	published	the	first	serious	study	of	
the	First	World	War’s	eeriest	
phenomena:	front	line	soldiers’	
accounts	of	ghosts	and	other	
“supernatural	experiences”	amid	the	
bloody	battles	of	Europe	almost	a	
century	ago.		

Members	of	a	scientific	

expedition	heading	to	a	remote	

corner	of	the	Canadian	Arctic	will	

attempt	to	unravel	a	century-old	

mystery	about	a	lost	sailor	and	—	

if	their	luck	and	the	weather	hold	

out	—	recover	his	bones.
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A	young	Canadian	
historian	has	been	
entrusted	with	
Scotland’s	most	sacred	
scholarly	task:	  
to	shed	new	light	on	
the	origins	of	golf,	a	
pillar	of	Scottish	
identity	and	one	of	the	
country’s	most	
distinctive	contributions	 
to	global	culture.		
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The	beaver	has	slapped	its	tail	and	disappeared	into	a	dark	pond.	The	loon	and	gannet	
have	flown	out	of	sight.	The	moose	has	lumbered	into	the	deep	woods	—	and	vanished.		
There’s	a	tantalizing	mystery	haunting	this	summer’s	50th	anniversary	of	Hinterland	Who’s	
Who,	the	iconic	wildlife	education	program	that	millions	of	Canadians	will	know	from	
those	once-ubiquitous	TV	public-service	announcements	that	offered	citizens	60-second	
lessons	on	the	feeding	traits	of	chipmunks	and	then	gave	countless	Canuck	comedians	the	
perfect	fodder	for	parody.		

54



The	long-lost	loon	has	landed.	One	of	the	four	missing	original	Hinterland	Who’s	Who	
wildlife	vignettes	that	aired	on	Canadian	television	in	the	early	1960s	has	been	discovered	
in	a	CBC	broadcasting	archive	in	Vancouver.
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This	week’s	Canada	Day	
and	U.S.	Fourth	of	July	
celebrations	have	brought	
belated	recognition	to	a	
group	of	Second	World	
War	veterans	who	served	
together	in	the	elite	
commando	unit	known	as	
the	Devil’s	Brigade	—	
about	175	surviving	
members	of	which	are	to	
be	awarded	a	U.S.	Con-	
gressional	Gold	Medal	in	
honour	of	their	battlefield	
heroics	and	sacrifices	70	
years	ago.	Abut	1,000	
Canadians	served	in	the	
top-secret	unit	
immortalized	in	a	1968	
film	starring	William	
Holden.		
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The	Canadian-born	man	
whose	DNA	was	critical	to	
identifying	the	newly	
unearthed	remains	of	King	
Richard	III	is	now	at	the	
centre	of	a	court	battle	over	
whether	the	monarch’s	bones	
should	be	buried	in	Leicester	
—	the	English	city	where	his	
grave	was	discovered	last	year	
by	archeologists	—	or	150	
kilometres	to	the	north	in	
York,	reputedly	the	place	
where	Richard	himself	
planned	to	be	interred.		
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For	nearly	80	years,	there	have	been	only	two	known	examples	of	Canada’s	rarest	
stamp:	the	two-cent,	1868	“large	queen”	on	laid	paper,	a	postal	treasure	so	scarce	it’s	
absent	from	the	Canadian	government’s	own	collection	—	and	estimated	to	be	worth	
as	much	as	$1	million.		Now,	an	unidentified	American	stamp	hobbyist	has	revealed	his	
discovery	of	a	third	copy	of	every	Canadian	collector’s	wildest	dream.
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The	heirs	of	Joe	Shuster,	the	Canadian-born	co-
creator	of	Superman,	are	ready	to	take	their	
legal	battle	for	copyright	control	over	the	
character	to	the	U.S.	Supreme	Court,	the	
family’s	lawyer	has	disclosed.		
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It’s	an	event	that’s	not	only	
reviving	a	deeply	rooted	cultural	
tradition,	but	also	one	that’s	
preserving	knowledge	of	
happenings	from	within	living	
memory	—	including	an	October	
2012	earthquake	that	shook	a	site	
sacred	to	the	Haida	Nation,	and	
the	land-	mark	1985	logging	
blockade	that	ultimately	gave	birth	
to	the	Gwaii	Haanas	National	Park	
Reserve	in	the	south	half	of	the	
former	Queen	Charlotte	Islands.		
The	14-metre	Legacy	Pole,	
fashioned	from	the	trunk	of	a	500-
year-old	red	cedar	selected	from	a	
stand	of	trees	on	Graham	Island,	
has	been	a	full	year	in	the	making.		
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The	fabled	Christina	O,	
once	a	Canadian	
warship	that	helped	
launch	the	historic	 
D-Day	assault	before	its	
transformation	into	the	
world’s	most	luxu-	rious	
yacht,	has	been	put	up	
for	sale	by	its	current	
ownership	consortium	
—	70	years	to	the	
month	after	beginning	
its	storied	life	at	a	
Montreal	shipyard	as	
HMCS	Stormont.		
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“…	hailed	as	one	of	the	earliest	and	best	preserved	traces	
of	a	European	presence	in	Canada…”
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Dr.	Edward	Van	Cortlandt	
Pioneer	physician	•		

coroner	•	public	health	officer	•	
naturalist	•	conservationist	•	
artifact	collector	•	lecturer	• 
co-founder	and	curator	— 

Bytown	Mechanics	Institute	&	
Ottawa	Natural	History	Society	

 
Born	in	Newfoundland	1805 
Educated	in	Quebec	City	and	
London,	England	(1820-31)	
Arrived	in	Bytown,	1832	
Died	in	Ottawa,	1875
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“Van	Cortlandt’s	
Ossuary”	

•	Van	Cortlandt	
investigates	ancient	
indigenous	burial	ground,	
1843		

•	Documents	this	shoreline	
burial	  
site	in	1853	in	  
The	Canadian	Journal		

•	Makes	additional	
discoveries	at	same	
shoreline	site	in	1860;	

•	Newspaper	records	from	
1843	and	1860	detailing	
discoveries	only	recently	
unearthed	
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150	YEARS	OF	
CONFUSION:	

Where	exactly	is	
“half	a	mile	below”  
the	Chaudière	Falls?	

		
Which	side	of	the	

river?
71

Parliament	Hill 
					(Barracks	Hill)

Canadian	War	Museum  
	 	 (LeBreton	Flats)

Library	and	Archives	Canada 
	 				(Bay	and	Wellington)

Rideau	Canal 
(Entrance	Bay)

Canadian	
Museum	of	
History 
(Hull	Landing)

Chaudière	Falls	

Victoria	Island

BYTOWN	/	OTTAWA

HULL	/	GATINEAU
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T.	W.	Edwin	Sowter
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In	2002,	the	discovery	  
of	an	1843	newspaper	
article	indicated	the	
burial	site	was,	instead,	
on	the	Quebec	side	of	
the	river	—	at	about	the	
spot	where	the	
Canadian	Museum	of	
Civilization	(today’s	
Canadian	Museum	of	
History)	stands,	directly	
across	the	Ottawa	River	
from	Parliament	Hill.	
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June	15,	1843	
Bytown	Gazette
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May	2002:  

•	Ottawa	Citizen	
reveals	discovery	of	
the	1843	news	brief		

 
•	Site	visited	by	
Anishinabeg	Elder  

William  
Commanda	

 
•	Archaeological	

community	intrigued,	
cautious	about	find
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A	brief	research	effort	
yielded	few	clues	about	
what	became	of	the	
Gatineau	remains,	though	
one	arm	bone	held	at	the	
Museum	of	Civilization	
appeared	likely	to	have	
come	from	Van	Cortlandt’s	
collection.	But	the	trail	led	
elsewhere,	too,	including	
the	McCord	Museum	in	
Montreal.	Meanwhile,	a	
repatriation	agreement	
was	eventually	negotiated	
between	Ottawa-area	
Algonquins	and	the	
Canadian	Museum	of	
Civilization,	prompting	
concerns	among	scientists	
that	a	significant,	potential	
research	resource	might	be	
lost.	
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Canadian	Journal	vs.	Bytown	Gazette:	“The	1853	article,	written	by	the	excavator	of	
the	ossuary,	must	stand	as	the	publication	of	record.	The	1843	article	will	always	remain	
tantalizing	but,	without	knowledge	of	its	author,	one	that	is	impossible	to	subject	to	any	kind	of	
essential	and	critical	scrutiny….”	

Hull	Landing:	“Clearly,	this	was	an	area	of	sustained	use	by	Native	people	for	many	
centuries,	and	all	indications	are	that	it	was	one	end	of	a	portage	leading	over	the	Chaudière	
Falls,	as	well	as	a	temporary	camping	place.	It	would,	therefore,	not	be	entirely	surprising	to	
learn	that	a	burial	place	had	also	been	located	nearby.”	

‘Quest	for	Knowledge’:	“This	instance	reminds	us	of	the	reason	why	scientific	societies	
publish	the	findings	of	their	members	in	journals.	It	is	not	to	sell	subscriptions,	or	advertising,	
nor	to	instigate	controversies	in	an	otherwise	curious	but	ill-informed	readership.	Rather,	it	is	
to	serve	as	an	exchange	of	scientific	information	among	readers	who	share	methods	and	goals,	
and	by	openly	and	fully	sharing	their	findings,	acknowledging	and	documenting	their	sources,	
knowledge	remains	democratic	and	broadly	owned	and,	most	importantly,	accessible,	
verifiable	and	cumulative,	allowing	future	investigators	to	build	upon	earlier	discoveries	and	
further	our	collective	quest	for	knowledge.”

2005
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Google’s	massive	(yet	imperfect)	archive	of	historical	newspapers	
(searching	limitations;	digitization	gaps,	etc.)
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July	7,	1860	
Ottawa	Citizen
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July	6,	1860	
The	Globe,  
Toronto

83

							British	American	Journal,	August	1860

Van	Cortlandt’s	
writings	at	the	time	
are	significant	not	
only	for	resolving	
the	location	
question,	but	also	
for	adding	critical	
details	about	the	
size	and	complexity	
of	the	burial	place	—	
now	more	fully	
understood	to	have	
spanned	multiple	
cultural	traditions	
and	to	reach	back	as	
early	as	5,000	years	
ago,	even	before	the	
time	of	the	Great	
Pyramids	of	Egypt
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A	LINGERING	
MYSTERY:	

Why	was	the	burial	
ground	ever	situated	
by	scholars	on	the	
Ottawa	side	of	the	

river,	at	the	corner	of	
Bay	and	Wellington	

streets?

Sowter

Boyle
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Dr.	Hamnett	Hill,	who	
proclaimed	Bytown	
M.I.A.’s	‘Capitol’	

dream	 
in	March	1853	and	
welcomed	Lord	Elgin	
to	Bytown,	July	1853

James	Bruce,	
8th	Earl	of	Elgin,	
who	shunned	

Bytown	after	1849	
Stony	Monday	riot	
but	made	historic	
visit	in	July	1853	

Ald.	Hamnett	
Pinhey	Hill,	1940,	
great-grandson	of	
Dr.	Hamnett	Hill,	
credited	with	

proposing	name	
LORD	ELGIN	HOTEL
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June	26,	1852	
Ottawa	Citizen
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1840s

Today
94



c.	1830
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On	May	20,	1983,	
then-prime	minister	 
Pierre	Trudeau	sifts	a	
shovelful	of	dirt	and	
launches	pre-
construction	“rescue	
archeology”	at	the	
site	of	the	future	
Canadian	Museum	of	
Civilization	  
(now	Canadian	
Museum	of	History)
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“Hull	Landing”	today
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In	February	2014,	old	‘Hull	
Landing’	was	identified	as	
one	of	dozens	of	NCC	
properties	opened	to	
potential	“Riverfront	
Placemaking”	proposals,	
including	outdoor	bars	and	
restaurants,	recreational	
activities	or	cultural	displays	
aimed	at	“animating”	the	
Ottawa	River	shoreline.	The	
same	lands	are	also	included	
in	a	just-announced		(March	
14)	“Capital	Urban	Lands”	
visioning	exercise	to	create	a	
master	plan	for	NCC	lands

	 —	NCC	“Riverfront	Placemaking”	map
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2003	NCC	land	purchase	along	Gatineau	shoreline	
—	the	future	of	“Hull	Landing”?
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Jan.	20,	1870	—	Ottawa	Citizen
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This	paper	details	the	January	1870	
founding	of	the	Ottawa	Naturalists’	
Field	Club,	a	previously	undocumented	
precursor	to	the	Ottawa	Field-
Naturalists’	Club	and	a	notable	
contributor	to	that	storied	
organization’s	‘unbroken	chain’	of	
naturalist	activity	extending	back	to	
pre-Confederation	Canada.	The	paper	
also	underscores	the	exceptional	role	
of	Dr.	Edward	Van	Cortlandt	in	
spearheading	the	creation	of	the	ONFC,	
in	participating	in	its	inaugural	project	
of	attempting	the	reintroduction	of	
salmon	to	the	Ottawa	River	watershed,	
and	in	generally	pioneering	and	
promoting	the	study	of	the	Ottawa	
area’s	natural	history	throughout	the	
1850s,	1860s	and	early	1870s.”	
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Ottawa	Citizen,	Oct.	8,	1866
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•	Historical	newspapers	are	an	underexploited	research	
resource	

•	Viewed	as	ephemeral	texts,	often	overlooked	as	a	source	
of	and	contributor	to	scholarly	knowledge	in	their	time	—	
or	of	facts	that	have	since	become	valuable	to	researchers	
as	fields	of	inquiry	evolve	

•	Digitization	has	made	the	use	of	historical	newspapers	
much,	much	more	convenient	

•	Particularly	useful	since	dates	and	details	can	be	
‘triangulated’	with	archival	and	other	sources	

•	Newspapers	are	not	a	perfect	record	but	are	a	remarkably	
rich	supplier	of	social	context	—	the	circumstances	
surrounding	the	direct	object	of	study		

114



Google’s	massive	(yet	imperfect)	archive	of	historical	newspapers	
(searching	limitations;	digitization	gaps,	etc.)
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Commercial	repositories	of	historical	newspapers	offer	
additional	titles,	keyword	searching	and	frequently	fewer	gaps
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Canadiana.org	(i.e.	Canadian	Institute	for	Historical	Microreproductions)
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Dr.	Vancourtland		 	 	 Vancortlandt

Ed.	Van-Courtland

Edward	Van	Cortlandt

Edw.	Von	Courtland	

Dr.	V.	Cortlaundt

Doctor	Vancortland	

Mr.	Von-Courtlaund
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The	story	of	Krolik's	death	must	have	reached	the	"Heartbreak	Hotel"	
songwriters	in	northern	Florida.	The	El	Paso	Herald-Post's	own	front-
page	version,	published	on	August	25th,	couldn't	have	distilled	the	
story	more	perfectly	for	Durden	and	Axton.	The	upper-left	
underscored	label	reads	"Killing	Ends	Heartache."	Then	the	main	
headline,	eerily	echoed	in	the	songwriters'	accounts	of	their	
inspiration,	and	later	in	Presley's	wailing	voice:	"Story	of	Person	Who	
Walked	Lonely	Street."
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The	timing,	the	phrasing	and	the	hurt	at	the	
end	of	Alvin	Krolik's	tortured	walk	down	
Lonely	Street	are	too	coincidental,	too	
distinctive	and	too	compelling.	He	must	be	the	
brokenhearted	lover	behind	the	song	that	
shook	the	world….	  
When	Elvis	launched	into	"Heartbreak	Hotel"	
with	that	famous	opening	line	("Well,	since	my	
baby	left	me	…"),	Pomper's	mother	was,	in	a	
way,	"my	baby"	–	the	heartbreaker	who	
started	it	all.	It	was	Agnes,	calling	it	quits	on	
her	month-old	marriage	in	1953,	who	sent	
Alvin	Krolik	on	his	fateful	trip	down	Lonely	
Street,	into	a	Chicago	police	station,	then	an	El	
Paso	liquor	store.	And	it	was	Krolik,	still	
"madly"	in	love	with	Agnes,	whose	sad	words	
got	into	the	heads	of	two	Florida	songwriters	–	
and	rock	&	roll	history.	
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“I	took	all	this	research	that	I	
gathered	and	I	shared	it	with	Peter	
Guralnick,	and	he	is	the	preeminent	
Elvis	biographer,”	Boswell	said.	
Guralnick,	the	respected	author	of	
several	music	biographies,	“was	
instantly	convinced	that	this	was	the	
answer	to	the	mystery.”	—	Ottawa	
Citizen
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“Stewart’s	cheeky	act	of	
consolation,	while	
supplying	his	family	with	an	
heirloom	they	would	
cherish	for	decades,	
seemed	to	haunt	Canada’s	
Olympic	dreams	for	the	
next	76	years.	That’s	how	
long	it	took	before	the	
country	won	its	next	medal	
in	any	Summer	Games	
team	sport:	the	bronze	
earned	last	year	in	London	
by	the	Canadian	women’s	
soccer	squad.”	
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	The	original	rules	of	basketball,	
typed	out	on	two	pages	by	the	
sport's	Canadian-born	inventor	
James	Naismith	in	December	
1891,	sold	at	an	auction	on	Friday	
in	New	York	for	nearly	$4.5	
million	--	more	than	twice	the	
expected	price.	

The	one-of-a-kind	artifact,	
described	as	the	birth	certificate	
of	a	game	that	has	become	one	
of	the	world's	most	important	
pastimes,	had	been	in	the	
possession	of	the	Naismith	family	
ever	since	the	doctor	and	
educator	from	Almonte,	Ont.,	
devised	the	sport	in	Springfield,	
Massachusetts,	119	years	ago.		

2010
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	A	larger-than-life	statue	of	Canadian-born	basketball	inventor	James	Naismith	will	be	
unveiled	later	this	year	in	the	eastern	Ontario	town	of	Almonte,	part	of	a	unique,	two-
country	tribute	marking	the	three	most	important	sites	in	the	life	of	an	Ottawa	Valley	boy	
who	became	a	global	sports	icon.	Identical	bronze	statues	showing	Naismith	seated	on	a	
bench	with	a	ball	and	two	peach	baskets	--	his	inspired	choice	for	nets	in	the	original	version	
of	the	sport	--	have	been	created	for	the	site	in	downtown	Almonte,	for	a	second	site	near	
the	Springfield,	Mass.,	gymnasium	where	the	first	games	were	played	in	1891,	and	for	the	
University	of	Kansas	campus	where	Naismith	spent	most	of	his	career	coaching	students.	
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"Basketball	is	James	Naismith's	gift	to	
humanity,"	college	president	Richard	Flynn	
said	at	the	unveiling.	"Naismith	is	not	only	
Springfield	College's	most	famous	
alumnus;	he	is	a	personification	of	
Springfield	College's	core	values.	He	
believed	strongly	in	the	equilateral	
development	of	the	spirit,	mind	and	body,	
and	in	living	a	life	of	leadership	in	service	
to	others."	
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News,	History	and	Memory:	Rediscovering	the	Past	in	a	Digital	Age	
2016-08-29	meljturner	Lecture	Event	 	
		
Friday,	25	November	2016	
		
Speaker:	Randy	Boswell	
		
Lecture	title:	News,	History	and	Memory:	Rediscovering	the	Past	in	a	Digital	Age	
		
Lecture	Summary	
		
The	digitization	of	historical	newspapers	has	created	a	remarkable	portal	to	the	past	for	researchers	and	storytellers	
of	all	stripes.	What	can	be	found?	Long-lost	answers	to	enduring	questions,	as	well	as	forgotten	people,	places	and	
events	that	—	once	rediscovered	—	can	spark	exciting	initiatives	to	commemorate	the	past	and	enrich	the	present	
life	of	any	community.		With	stories	from	his	own	adventures	at	the	intersection	of	journalism	and	history,	former	
Ottawa	Citizen	writer	Randy	Boswell	—	now	a	Carleton	University	professor	with	a	passion	for	historical	sleuthing	—	
discusses	recent	discoveries	in	Ottawa	Valley	archaeology	and	probes	the	digital	files	of	the	Almonte	Gazette	for	
hidden	gems.	
		
Bio	
		
Randy	Boswell	is	an	assistant	professor	in	the	School	of	Journalism	and	Communication	at	Carleton	University	in	
Ottawa.	For	more	than	20	years,	he	was	a	reporter	and	editor	with	the	Ottawa	Citizen	and	Postmedia	News,	
eventually	developing	a	national	history	beat	that	splashed	stories	about	Canada’s	past	on	front	pages	across	the	
country.	Now	he	loves	probing	old	newspapers	in	search	of	historical	scoops.	
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